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people whisper as he passes, " There goes AH Baba"; and echo answers "Who is AH Baba?" Then a little wind of conjecture breathes through the pine-trees and names are heard.
It is better not to call AH Baba names. Nothing is so misleading as a vulgar nomenclature. I once knew a man who was called "Counsellor of the Empress " when he ought to have had his photograph exposed in the London shop-windows like King Cetewayo, ICC.M.G. I have heard an eminent Frontier General called " Judas Iscariot," and I myself was once pointed out as a " Famine Commissioner," and afterwards as an expurgated edition of the Secretary to the Punjab Government. People seemed to think that AH Baba would smell sweeter under some other name. This was a mistake.
Almost everything you are told in Simla is a mistake. You should never believe anything you hear till it is contradicted by the Pioneer. I suppose the Government of India is the greatest gobemouche in the world. I suppose there never was an administration of equal importance which received so much information and which was so ill-informed.. At a bureaucratic Simla dinner-party the abysses of ignorance that yawn below the company on every Indian topic are quite appalling !
I once heard Mr. Stokes say that he had never heard of my book on the Permanent Settlement; and yet Mr. Stokes is a decidedly intelligent man,